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. , . Another point which was considered at the interview between
Mr, Gorges and Mr. Gandhi was the expediency of enabling Magistrates gene-
rally, whether appointed as marriage officers or not, to register Indian mar-
riages under Clause 2.1
On Clause 3 Mr. Gandhi does not appear to have taken any exception
to proviso (b) of sub-clause (2). He urged, however, that the children of de-
ceased women, who would have been eligible for admission under this clause,
should not be excluded from its benefits. Mr. Gorges told my Secretary that
he would submit to the Minister an amendment to the following effect: after
the word "defined" at the end of the clause insert some such phrase as "or
the child of the exempted person and a deceased woman who, had shr lived,
could have been recognized as a wife within the meaning of this section, or
whose marriage could have been registered under the provisions of section 2 of
this Act". These, so far as I am aware, were the only points raised by
Mr. Gandhi upon the BUI.2
He, however, made the following representations upon questions of ad-
ministration. He asked for facilities for the admission and registration of all
existing plural wives, whether in or out of South Africa, of Indians lawfully
resident in the Union. This, you will observe, is a slight extension of the second
recommeadation on page 39 of the Commission's Report, where the grant of
the privilege is contemplated only in the case of plural wives who had actually
lived in the country. Mr. Gorges did not seem to regard the request as un-
reasonable, but he told my Secretary that he was not aware of the view which
General Smuts might take of the proposal* Mr. Gandhi renewed his request for
an assurance that, so long as the immigration of Natal-born Indians into the
Cape did not exceed its present dimensions, such Indians should be admitted
without the imposition of a test, and particularly without the application of the
provisions of Section 4(1) (a) of last year's Immigrants Regulation Act. He did
not ask for legislation, as presumably he is well aware of the very serious
difficulty which the Government would experience if the question of the Cape
entry were again to be raised in Parliament even by the introduction of the
small amendment recommended by the Commission on page 16 of their
Report I gather that the Commission attached no great importance to this
the Minister's decision on this point must be regarded as irrevocable. I
am therefore not without hope that Mr. Gandhi's representations in regard to
this clause will not prove wholly ineffective. He will have an opportunity of
discussing the matter with General Smuts in the course of the next few days."
1	The despatch here added: "Mr. Gorges, I understand, will suggest to
General Smuts the insertion of a proviso that, for the purposes of this section,
the term 'Marriage Officer* shall include any Magistrate,**
2	In his interview to Gandhiji on May SO, only a reference to which is
available in the Gowmor-<3eacraPs despatch of June 5, !§14, Smuts agreed
to the three legislative points raised by Gandhiji. Ft* Appendix XXIV.

